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Natural Open Space (OSN) - The Natural Open Space category includes lands intended to remain as
long-term undeveloped open space with limited public access. This category primarily includes lands
associated with the Yakima River floodplain and islands in the Columbia River.

Mineral Resource (MRL) - This classification includes lands that have long-term significance for the
extraction of minerals on a commercially-viable basis and are not already compromised by on-site,
immediate, or adjacent urban growth. Mineral Resource designation must be requested by the owner
of the property and/or the mineral rights, or his designated agent.

Urban Reserve (UR) - The Urban Reserve designation is assigned to lands that are to be held in reserve
during the 20-year planning period of the comprehensive plan. A significant amount of the land in this
designation is in agricultural use. Uses of land designated Urban Reserve are intended to be
temporary to provide the City a basis to evaluate future needs for additional land in other land use
designations.

Island View Land Use Distribution
For Island View, the following specific additional land use designations are used:

Island View Retail Business (IVRB) - This designation is applied to the existing retail area that is
commonly known as Columbia Center North, as well as other nearby locations on Columbia Center
Boulevard and Fowler Street. Within this designation infill development is encouraged. Large format
region-serving retail establishments are also encouraged on parcels large enough to support such uses.

Island View General Commercial (IVGC) - This designation is applied to lands in the southernmost
portions of Island View that are adjacent to and visible from SR 240. Within this category, new and
used auto sales, RV, truck dealers and similar retail uses are encouraged. Service related businesses
that require a central location within the Tri-Cities are also included in this designation.

Island View Business Commerce (IVBC) - This designation applies to the Spaulding Business Park and
some adjacent properties. It is intended to encourage a variety of professional office buildings, medical
and/or dental laboratories, and light industrial uses.

Island View Multiple Family Residential/Office (IVMF/O) - This designation applies to areas within
Island View where senior housing and condominium projects would be encouraged. Compatible office
projects and light commercial uses also would be allowed within this designation.

Island View Single Family Overlay (IVSFO) - This designation is applied to several pockets of single
family residences throughout the Island View area where property owners have expressed a preference
for this designation. The comprehensive land use plan map identifies a land use designation other than
single family residential for all properties within Island View. For these identified parcels, there are two
land use designations: the Single Family Overlay designation and another land use designation. The
Single Family Overlay designation will remain in effect, allowing for continued residential use of the
property, until such time the owner(s) seeks a change in the use of the property. At that time, the city
will remove the Single Family Overlay and apply the other land use designation as identified in the
comprehensive plan land use map in accordance with Land Use Goal #10.

Island View Commercial Recreation (IVCR) - This designation applies to property under the ownership
of the United States Army Corps of Engineers, located at the eastern end of Island View. This land is
currently under lease to the city for pubic recreational purposes. Adjacent corps lands are under a
similar lease to the city of Kennewick. Together, these properties represent a greater opportunity to site
regional recreational, water-oriented facilities.
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SECTION FOUR

POPULATION

WASHINGTON GROWTH MANAGEMENT ACT
REQUIREMENTS

Goals and policies concerning population growth focus on the promotion of contiguous and orderly
development and the provision of urban services to such development. The Washington State Growth
Management Act (GMA) requires the Land Use Element to include population densities and estimates
of future growth (RCW 36.70A.070(1)). The Benton County-Wide Planning Policies contain several
provisions addressing population growth and capacity. They include agreement or cooperation in
determining the following:

¢ The portion of the 20-year population forecast allocated to the City of Richland
¢ The boundaries of the urban growth area

¢ The amount of land necessary to provide sufficient service capacity to meet projected
populations at urban densities and service standards

¢ Consistency with Benton County-Wide Planning Policies.

OFM POPULATION FORECASTS

As mandated by the GMA, the OFM provided population estimates for Benton County through 2025,
allocated among the county’s cities and unincorporated areas. The population allocated to the cities by
Benton County is based upon the OFM’s 2002 population estimate for the county. The official high
OFM 2025 population forecast for the City of Richland is 63,030, which represents 28% of the Benton
County population forecast.

TABLE LU-2 OFM 2002 POPULATION PROJECTIONS'

BENTON

N 2003 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025
LOW 142,475 143,052 147,531 151,304 154,328 156,633
INTERMEDIATE 142,475 151,522 161,236 169,528 177,388 184,818
HIGH 142,475 164,553 180,423 195,296 210,205 225,108

HIGH PROJECTION ALLOCATION?

JURISDICTION 2003 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025
BENTON CO. 33,169 37,847 41,497 44,918 48,347 51,775
BENTON CITY 2,624 3,291 3,609 3,906 4,204 4,502
KENNEWICK 54,751 62,530 68,561 74,212 79,878 85,541
PROSSER 4,838 4,937 5,413 5,859 6,306 6,753
RICHLAND 38,708 46,075 50,518 54,683 58,858 63,030
WEST RICHLAND 8,385 9,873 10,825 11,718 12,612 13,507

1 OFM Projections (January 30, 2002)

2 Population allocations based on Benton County - 23%, Benton City - 2%, Kennewick - 38%, Prosser - 3%, Richland - 28%,

West Richland - 6%

3 2000 Census
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SECTION FIVE

ENVIRONMENT

This section evaluates environmental implication of the Comprehensive Plan. It evaluates how the
Plan’s goals and policies can reduce the potential for impacts on the environment from changes in land
use and development. The level of environmental analysis is programmatic in nature, focusing on
potential impact resulting from plan implementation. Detailed impact analyses of future development
will be handled project-by-project as the City receives development applications. The following
environmental issues are addressed:

+ Sensitive areas

¢ Flood hazard areas

¢ Natural drainage

¢+ Open space

+ Historic and cultural resources

¢ Urban design.

SENSITIVE AREAS

Information on critical or sensitive areas is taken from the City of Richland Sensitive Areas Ordinance
No. 48-93. Sensitive areas perform many important biological and physical functions that benefit the
City and its residents. These functions include but are not limited to the following:

¢ Wetlands - Wetlands are natural ecosystems that serve a number of important beneficial
functions. They help maintain water quality, store and convey storm water and floodwater,
and recharge groundwater. Wetlands provide important wildlife habitat and serve as areas for
recreation, educational and scientific study, and aesthetic appreciation.

+  Fish and Wildlife Habitat Areas - These areas are important for maintaining flora and fauna
species diversity; providing opportunities for food, cover, nesting, breeding, and movement
for fish and wildlife; serving as areas for recreation, educational and scientific study, and
aesthetic appreciation; helping to maintain air and water quality; controlling erosion; and
providing neighborhood separation and visual diversity within urban areas.

¢ Other sensitive areas are characterized by geologic hazards that pose a risk to public and
private property and human life and safety. Geologically hazardous areas include areas
susceptible to landslide, erosion, or seismic activity. Because of this susceptibility, these areas
may not be suitable for new development. In many cases, hazards can be reduced or
mitigated through engineering design or modified construction practices.

GOALS AND POLICIES

City of Richland Sensitive Areas Ordinance

It is the City’s goal to protect and conserve its natural resources and critical lands, and to provide
public access based on the resources’ ability to support it. It is the City’s primary goal, to the extent
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1. Flood Control by Counties (RCW 86.12) - Originally enacted in 1907, this statute authorizes
counties to levy taxes and exercise eminent domain to control or prevent flood damage. The
bill was to develop a “coordinated and comprehensive state policy to address the problems of
flooding and the minimization of flood damage.” The bill greatly expanded the role of
counties in developing and adopting comprehensive flood hazard management plans. While
counties are responsible for basin plan development, they must go through a participatory
process involving cities.

2. Floodplain Management (RCW 86.16) - This statute integrates local and state regulatory
programs in a comprehensive effort to reduce flood damage and protect human health and
safety. The state program requires that local flood-prone jurisdictions adopt a flood damage
prevention ordinance based on federal standards contained in the National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP)(Chapter 44 CFR). State regulations go beyond federal standards in prohibiting
new or substantially improved residential construction in designated floodways.

3. State Participation in Flood Control Maintenance (RCW 86.26) - This statute is coordinated
through the Flood Control Assistance Account Program (FCAAP) administered by the state
Department of Ecology. Under this program, local governments participating in the NFIP and
meeting state requirements are eligible for matching funds to repair or restore existing flood
control facilities, to maintain or improve channel capacity, or to develop comprehensive flood
control management plans. An optional element of this program allows local governments to
use the planning process to develop a wetlands management strategy for the community’s
flood-prone areas.

Portions of these statutes were amended in 1991 by Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5411 (ESSB 5411)
to strengthen and coordinate flood hazard management activities statewide.

City of Richland

Richland adopted a Floodplain Ordinance in 1981 and amended it in 1990. The ordinance
establishes standards, requirements, and permits for construction and development in areas of special
flood hazard. The area of special flood hazard as defined by the ordinance is land in the floodplain
subject to a one (1) percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year as identified in Section
23.60.190 of the ordinance. These areas are shown on the sensitive areas map and are consistent
with the official map on which the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) delineated the
City’s areas of special flood hazards and risk premium zones.

MINERAL RESOURCES

The City undertook a detailed analysis of its mineral resources in 1998 and determined that no lands
within the Richland Urban Growth Area should be designated as mineral resource lands.

OPEN SPACE

GOALS AND POLICIES

GMA has set forth goals on open space and recreation to encourage the retention of open space and
development of recreation opportunities, conserve fish and wildlife habitat, increase access to natural
resource lands and water, and develop parks. This GMA goal has been incorporated into the Benton
County-Wide Planning Policies and the Richland Comprehensive Plan.
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OS Goal 1. ltisRichland’s goal to provide park and recreation facilities and
develop guidelines for the preservation of open space.

OS Policy 1 - Work with other jurisdictions, property owners, open space groups
and all interested parties to develop a broadly accepted regional open space plan
and appropriate implementation strategies.

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Open space in the Richland UGA comprises over 19 percent of the incorporated area and less than 1
percent of the unincorporated UGA. These areas include natural areas, public facilities, and more
formal developed parks and trails. Park and recreation facilities are discussed in detail in the Capital
Facilities Element. This section discusses the natural elements of Richland’s open space system, which
comprise approximately 10.5% of the land area within the City.

The natural open space system includes the Yakima River and Columbia River shorelines, islands,
greenways, and designated areas within residential developments. It also includes sensitive areas
where development would be constrained such as wetlands, geologic hazards, and stream corridors.

The Tapteal Greenway, located on the lower Yakima River, is one of Richland’s most notable open
space areas. The Creenway is a natural corridor that runs approximately 30 river miles, from Benton
City to Columbia Point in Richland, the river’s confluence with the Columbia River. It has been
preserved as an area where wildlife, natural vegetation, and people can co-exist. It provides potential
opportunities for non-motorized recreation, education, and habitat protection. The Chamna Natural
Preserve Land Use and Wildlife Management Plan has been developed to provide a vision, goals, and
policies for the long-range management of the Greenway through community involvement and inter-
jurisdictional cooperation. In 2004 the City worked with community groups and several funding
agencies to help Benton County acquire 575 acre preserve on Badger Mountain located just south of
city limits. The City also purchased properties from private owners along the west branch of Amon
Creek in order to enlarge the City owned open space areas.

DEFICIENCIES

The Plan generates no deficiencies related to open space.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Goals and policies in the Comprehensive Plan promote the preservation of open space and encourage
the best use of existing natural features, open spaces, and structural facilities to enhance recreational
opportunities. Implementation of these goals and policies, as well as development and
implementation of a regional open space plan will help ensure that designated open space in the
Richland UGA is retained.

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

GOALS AND POLICIES
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GMA requires the adoption of policies and regulations to protect historic resources (RCW
36.70A.020). Benton County has adopted policies to comply with GMA.

HP Goal 1. The City will encourage the preservation of significant historic
structures, districts and cultural resources.

HISTORIC RESOURCES

Due to its settlement history, the City of Richland does not have an abundance of historical resources.
Historic structures unique to the City include 12 tract farm houses in the central city and six buildings
in downtown that predate World War II, and the Alphabet Homes, built between 1943 and 1951.
The Alphabet Homes were based on a series of house plans denoted by a letter in the alphabet (an A
house, an F house, etc.). In addition, several apartment buildings and pre-fabricated homes were part
of this development scheme. These houses have historical significance in that they were built as part
of the federal city created for the Hanford project. Historic structures that have been formally
recognized on the National Register of Historic Places include the “Gold Coast” District, a North
Richland neighborhood comprised of alphabet homes that have largely retained their original
character.

DEFICIENCIES

Historic properties are endangered by demolition, by remodeling that compromises authentic historic
qualities, by neglect, and by destruction of historic content. Demolition is the most serious threat to
any historic property. Remodeling often results in alterations that remove or destroy features and
details that determine historic character and authenticity. Failure to provide ongoing care, repair, and
maintenance may result in the irretrievable loss of historic buildings.

Cultural resources are endangered by disturbance and by excavation in areas where they are likely to
exist. Cultural resources are typically discovered during excavation and site preparation for
development proposals. While it is difficult to know where every cultural resource site exists, the
Washington State Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation have records of previous
investigations in the region.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Goals and policies in the Comprehensive Plan provide a framework for reviewing and permitting
future development proposals. Coordination with the State Office of Archaeology and Historic
Preservation and implementation of policies relating to the preservation of cultural and historic
resources will help to ensure that these resources are protected.

URBAN DESIGN

GOALS AND POLICIES

Goals and policies were developed for the Comprehensive Plan to enhance the aesthetic character of
existing and future urban design within the Richland UGA:
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UD Goal

UD Goal

UD Goal

1

2.

3.

.The City will create a well-planned

community with an aesthetically pleasing
environment.

Policy 1 - The City will work to attract industrial uses, such as business and
research parks, office parks, technology centers and other types of high-tech uses.

Policy 2 - The City will develop an attractive Central Business District and
Uptown retail area with adequate parking, landscaping, and pedestrian access.

Policy 3 - The City will adopt programs to redevelop, upgrade and enhance the
visible commercial areas.

The City will endeavor to revitalize
declining commercial areas, such as the
Central Business District, the Uptown
retail area, and the Wye area.

Policy 1 - The City will work to develop an attractive Central Business District
with adequate parking, landscaping, and pedestrian access.

Policy 2 - The City will zone for higher-density residential and business uses
adjacent to the Central Business District.

Policy 3 - The City will adopt design standards for the Central Business District
and other parts of the City to enhance the design character of the area and to
encourage mixed use developments.

Policy 4 - The City’s design standards should provide consideration for the
pedestrian by providing landscaping and shading elements as well as inviting
access connections to adjacent developments.

Policy 5 - The City’s design standards should reflect a human scale, providing for
a variety of building masses, and a variety of textures and natural materials to
provide visual interest and richness.

Policy 6 - The City will work to design the public realm, including streetscapes,
parks, plazas and civic amenities to provide identify to the community and
convey its design expectations.

Policy 7 - The City will strive to provide continuity among adjacent uses through
the use of cohesive landscaping, decorative paving, street furniture, public art
and integrated infrastructure elements.

Development, through appropriate siting
and orientation of buildings, should
recognize and preserve established major
vistas, as well as protect natural features
such as: rivers, ridgelines, steep slopes
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and major drainage corridors and
archaeological and historical resources.

Policy 1 - Development should be sensitive to existing topography and
landscaping.

Policy 2 - Hillside development should blend with the natural shape and texture
of the land while minimizing disturbances to the natural environment.

Policy 3 - Design strategies and building techniques, which minimize
environmental impact, reduce energy consumption and endure over time,
should be utilized.

Policy 4 - Landscape design should respond to our desert environment by
utilizing a variety of landscape materials indigenous to this arid region.

Policy 5 - Lighting should be designed to minimize glare and invasive overflow, to
conserve energy and reflect the character of the area.

EXISTING CONDITIONS

The visual characteristics of the Richland UCA vary widely from the downtown core area and the
Richland Wye/Island View area, to newly developing commercial areas such as City View, to master
planned areas like Columbia Point and Horn Rapids to older alphabet housing neighborhoods in
Central Richland and to the new residential neighborhoods that are taking shape on the hillsides in
South Richland; each of these distinct areas call for a different approach to urban design. In some
areas the emphasis needs to be placed on encouraging redevelopment of existing buildings, in others
the emphasis on ensuring property maintenance and re-investment; in newly developing areas the
empbhasis needs to be placed on building design and site planning. The City recognizes that it needs to
take a targeted approach with different urban design standards and strategies to reflect the differing
needs of each area within the City.

DEFICIENCIES

A range of visual impacts could result from development under the Comprehensive Plan. Potential
impacts on visual resources relate to the location, size, scale and intensity of development.

Urban design policies and standards will be included in the City’s development regulations and will be
implemented as growth and redevelopment occur. This could result in an overall facelift for the
community and have a beneficial effect on visual character. Without urban design policies and
guidelines, areas could develop in an unorganized fashion or in a way that detracts from the current
aesthetically pleasing environment.

Under the Comprehensive Plan, land use policies concerning urban design represent a more proactive
approach to creating an aesthetically pleasing environment in the City. Specific measures, such as
landscaping, pedestrian access, and urban renewal, are proposed to upgrade and enhance the Central
Business District, Uptown retail area, and other commercial areas throughout the City. This approach
to development could produce a beneficial effect on the visual character of the City’s commercial and
business districts.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Measures to reduce the potential for visual impact from future development include the adoption of
design policies, standards, and guidelines in the Comprehensive Plan and development regulations;
creation of a design review process; revised sign controls and lighting standards; retention of open
space; and creation or enhancement of public open space.

The City may want to consider enhancing existing or creating additional visual gateways at primary
entryways to Richland. Along with visual quality, design requirements and processes should be
efficient and should consider other important City objectives, such as affordable housing, multi-modal
transportation, efficient use of utility and capital infrastructure, and integrated neighborhoods (with
parks and shopping centers centrally located).
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TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT
SECTION ONE

INTRODUCTION

Washington’s 1990 Growth Management Act (GMA) requires rapidly growing cities and counties in
Washington State to develop comprehensive plans that describe and plan for their future
development. These plans must discuss facilities, functions, and financing for specific elements of the
community. The specific goal of the GMA with regard to transportation is to “encourage efficient
multi-modal transportation systems that are based on regional priorities and coordinated with county
and city comprehensive plans.” The GMA also requires that local comprehensive plans, including the
land use and transportation elements, be consistent and coordinated with required regional programs.

The ability to move goods and people is essential for a healthy community, and the Transportation
Element of Richland’s comprehensive plan describes how it is done now and will be done in the
future. To meet GMA requirements, the transportation element must identify existing transportation
system characteristics, establish standards for levels of service, and identify existing and future
deficiencies based on traffic growth projections.

The GMA also requires that a jurisdiction’s transportation plan contain a funding analysis of the capital
transportation projects it recommends. This analysis should cover funding needs and resources, and
should include a multi-year funding plan. The purpose of the analysis is to ensure that each
jurisdiction’s transportation plan is affordable and achievable. If it is not, the plan must discuss how
additional funds will be raised or how assumptions used in the analysis will be reassessed. The funding
analysis is included in the Finance Plan of the City of Richland Comprehensive Plan.

PURPOSE AND SCOPE

Over the next 20 years Richland is projected to experience a 0.895 percent annual increase in
population. This growth will result in an increase in traffic volumes to, from, through, and within the
City. Transportation strategies must be developed to maintain or achieve acceptable levels of
congestion and roadway condition. This Transportation Element will serve as Richland’s strategy for
accommodating anticipated growth. It combines technical and financial analyses of the City’s
transportation system using methods that meet GMA requirements.

The Transportation Element analyzes the current transportation system, identifies what improvements
need to be made to serve the City, and determines how the improvements can be financed. Levels of
service have been developed to reflect the system’s ability to serve City users, applied to the existing
facilities to determine current deficiencies, and used to predict deficiencies for the horizon years. A
great deal of specific information has been gathered for the projects to be completed by the year
2001, and this section will replace the City’s current 6-year Transportation Improvement Program. In
accordance with the GMA, the plan will be updated each year, maintaining the 6-year planning
horizon.
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Coordination with other elements of the City’s comprehensive plan and the plans of adjacent
jurisdictions is important to the success of this element. The land use designations from the Land Use
Element are used to forecast traffic, and the City’s transportation goals and policies are used to guide
project selection. The City has shared information and coordinated with the Benton-Franklin Regional
Council (BFRC), the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), and neighboring cities
in the preparation of this element. The plan meets the concurrency requirement of the GMA, under
which improvements are required to match growth and development.

This element is divided into the following sections: goals and policies, existing conditions, level-of-
service development and analysis, and deficiencies and recommendations. The roadway system
inventory detailed in the Existing Conditions section and land use information from the Land Use
Element are used together with a traffic model and the desired level of service to form the basis for the
analysis of conditions in 2001 and 2015. The results of this analysis are reported in the Deficiencies
and Recommendations section. In addition to the roadway system, non-motorized transportation
systems associated with the roadway system are analyzed.

ANALYSIS METHODOLOGY

An analysis of the transportation system was conducted for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
using a computerized traffic model. The model results were based on data generated for the three
alternative scenarios studied in that document. Because of time limitations, further traffic modeling
was not done for the Transportation Element of the Comprehensive Plan. This analysis instead uses
predictions made by the City that were derived from the previous analysis. The computer model will
be updated following completion of this document, and results will be included in an updated
Transportation Element to be completed in 1998.

This element is one of six prepared for the City of Richland Comprehensive Plan: the Economic
Development Element, the Land Use Element, the Transportation Element, the Utilities Element, the
Capital Facilities Element, and the Housing Element. While each addresses in detail its specific area, all
rely on common assumptions and goals that were developed for the overall Comprehensive Plan.
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SECTION TWO

GOALS AND POLICIES

The City of Richland has used a comprehensive set of goals and policies to guide the development of
this comprehensive plan. These include a number of specific statements designed to direct the
transportation planning effort.

Goals are statements of direction, mission, and purpose that outline the future of the transportation
system. The Washington State Department of Community, Trade, and Economic Development,
defines policies as “official statements of specific courses of action to follow in order to address, affirm,
or resolve an issue and move toward the attainment of stated goals.” In practice, goals are used to
describe the desired outcome in general terms, to capture the big picture of the future; policies are
specific strategies that capture, when implemented, the intent of the goals.

BENTON COUNTY-WIDE PLANNING POLICIES

Benton County developed a regional policy plan, known as the County-Wide Planning Policies, to
provide a framework for the development and adoption of comprehensive plans for jurisdictions
within the County. The framework is intended to ensure that county and city plans are consistent, as
required by the GMA. Policies related to transportation are presented below.

Policy #1 (to meet the requirements of RESHB 1025 Section 2(3)a): The Comprehensive Plans of
Benton County and each of the cities therein shall be prepared and adopted with the objective of
facilitating economic prosperity by accommodating growth in accord with the following:

Transportation - Encourage efficient multi-modal transportation systems that are based on
regional priorities and coordinated with county and city comprehensive plans.

Policy #14 (to meet the requirements of RESHB 1025 Section 2(3)d): Maintain active county-city
participation in the Regional Transportation Policy Organization in order to facilitate city, county, and
state coordination in planning regional transportation facilities and infrastructure improvements to
serve essential public facilities including Port District facilities and properties.

Policy #18 (to meet the requirements of RESHB 1025 Section 2(3)f): Urban growth areas may include
territory located outside of a city only if such territory already is characterized by urban growth or is
adjacent to territory already characterized by urban growth. Within urban growth area, only urban
development may occur. For the purposes of locating urban growth areas, and permitting new
development within them, new development within them, “Urban” is defined as follows:

¢ Having dedicated and improved (surfaced) streets, with dimension, design and construction
standards for new development determined by “joint city/county standards.”

¢ For new development, road, street and intersection right-of-way widths located and sized to
accommodate projected local and regional average daily traffic as determined by the Land
Use Plans, Transportation Elements and, where relevant, projections of the Benton-Franklin-
Walla Walla Regional Council of Governments Regional System.

¢ Having either public sewer or water service, with additional service requirements (e.g.
standards of Policy #19), for new development consistent with “joint city/county standards.”
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GOALS AND POLICIES DEVELOPED FOR THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Goals and policies for implementation in each element of the Comprehensive Plan support the City of
Richland’s vision. The general transportation goals are interpreted according to the Vision Statement,
and are presented below.

TE Goal 1. The City will provide an efficient transportation network including
road, rail, waterand air, to serve existing needs and to
accommodate new development.

Policy 1 - The City will coordinate planning and operation of transportation
facilities with programs to optimize multi-modal transportation programs.

Policy 2 - The City will coordinate the location of major utility and transportation
corridors.

Policy 3 - The City will strongly encourage the preservation of rail rights-of-way
for future rail uses, and will work with appropriate agencies to ensure the
availability of rail services to its industrial parks.

Policy 4 - The City will coordinate and implement passenger and freight rail
service preservation projects consistent with a regional transportation program.

Policy 5 - The City will maintain the existing transportation network, and projects
that impact the existing network will support expansion of the network.

Policy 6 - The City will identify and prioritize transportation system needs
citywide to meet current and future demand.

Policy 7 - The City will establish a program to consistently upgrade its existing
signal system to improve traffic flow and progression.

Policy 8 - The City will seek to integrate appropriate facility design with
compatible land use types to reduce environmental and livability impacts.

Policy 9 - The City will pursue transportation equity throughout the City with an
equitable distribution of transportation projects.

TE Goal 2. The City will maximize the operating efficiency of its transportation
system.

Policy 1 - The City will develop its roadway functional classification system in
accordance with the regional functional classification system developed by the
Benton-Franklin Regional Council.

Policy 2 - The City will maximize the operating efficiency of its transportation
system through the use of Transportation Demand Management strategies.
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Policy 3 - The City will actively coordinate the planning, construction, and
operation of transportation facilities and programs that may affect the City with
local, regional and state jurisdictions.

Policy 4 - The City will develop and deploy incident management plans on the
primary arterial system.

TE Goal 3. The City will support beautification efforts for major entryways into
Richland.

Policy 1 - The City will encourage the development and enhancement of
principal entryways into Richland.

Policy 2 - The City will maximize the use of landscaping and other types of
buffers along major transportation corridors.

TE Goal 4. The City will encourage public/private partnerships for financing
transportation projects that foster economic growth and address the
needs of growth and development.

Policy 1 - The City will reserve property for needed rights-of-way as quickly as
possible by requiring dedication of right-of-way as a condition for development.

Policy 2 - The City will only consider land use changes (such as planned unit
developments, master planned projects, rezones and plats) when existing and
proposed transportation system needs are adequately met.

Policy 3 - The City will route major and secondary arterials around, rather than
through, neighborhoods and communities so as to minimize traffic impacts on
residential neighborhoods.

a- New residential collector street corridors should be designed and
constructed through areas that are not already developed with single
family housing.

b - Existing local residential streets should not be converted into collector
street routes. In instances where existing streets must be converted to
collector roads, these streets shall be brought up to the minimum design
standards for collector roads.

c- Inthose cases where collector street corridors must be built in close
proximity to existing residential neighborhoods, the collector street must
be designed in such a way as to minimize the impact to adjoining
residents through the use of landscape buffers, sound barriers or similar
measures.

d - In order for arterial collector streets to function effectively, access
restrictions shall be imposed on new arterial collector streets. Such
access restrictions shall not prevent commercial businesses from
accessing directly onto an arterial collector street. Further, residential
access may be allowed in specific instances where such access can be
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TE Goal

TE Goal

5.

6.

demonstrated to have no negative impacts on traffic safety, road
function and/or circulation.

Policy 4 - The City will participate in regional airport planning to ensure that
Richland’s needs are met.

Policy 5 - The City will consider sharing costs with other jurisdictions for needed
improvements that solve regional transportation problems.

Policy 6 - The City will be actively involved with regional river transportation
planning with the Tri-Cities Rivershore Enhancement Council and other agencies.

Policy 7 - The City will encourage the development community to site and
construct transportation facilities that are compatible with adjacent land uses to
minimize potential conflicts.

The City will work to secure adequate long-term funding sources
for transportation.

Policy 1 - The City will encourage public/private partnerships and grants for
financing transportation projects.

Policy 2 - The City will work to establish local improvement districts and
transportation improvement districts in designated areas for economic
development.

The City will encourage the use of transportation modes that
maximize energy conservation, circulation efficiency, and
economy.

Policy 1 - The City will support increased use of multi-modal transportation. This
includes, but is not limited to, high occupancy vehicle lanes, bicycle trails, park-
and-ride facilities, carpools, vanpools, buses and mass transit.

Policy 2 - The City will coordinate planning efforts for non-motorized modes of
travel with other jurisdictions and develop an integrated area-wide plan for non-
motorized travel modes that ensures continuity of routes.

Policy 3 - The City will encourage sidewalks, improved shoulders, or off-street
trails within new developments to accommodate internal circulation.

Policy 4 - The City will encourage new development to be pedestrian friendly
and compatible with the public transportation system.

Policy 5 - The City will seek to receive formal recognition as a “Bicycle Friendly
Community.”

Policy 6 - The City will coordinate site development guidelines to encourage and
enable use of alternative modes.

T 2-4
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TE Goal 7. The City will work to ensure efficient and effective freight
transportation needed to support local and regional economic
expansion and diversification.

Policy 1 - The City will collaborate with federal, state and neighboring local
governments and private business to ensure the provision of transportation
infrastructure investments and services deemed necessary by the City to meet
current and future demand for industrial and commercial freight movement by
way of roadway and truck, rail, air and marine transport.

Policy 2 - The City will work with the Benton-Franklin Regional Council, Port of
Benton, Benton County, and other agencies to develop intermodal connectivity
facilities deemed by the City to be needed to facilitate seamless freight transfer
between all transport modes.

Policy 3 - The City will ensure that plan Transportation Element goals and policies
are implemented in a manner that reinforces the goals and policies of the
Economic Development Element.
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SECTION THREE

EXISTING CONDITIONS

The Tri-Cities is the largest metropolitan area between Spokane to the northeast, Seattle to the
northwest, Portland to the west, and Boise to the southeast. Because of its location, the Tri-Cities is a
major transportation hub for travelers and commodities in the Pacific Northwest. As part of the Tri-
Cities, Richland has easy, direct access to all modes of commercial transportation services.

This section provides an inventory of the existing transportation system, which will be used as the
baseline for assessing future development of the system. Recommendations to address deficiencies will
be scheduled across the 20-year planning horizon.

DATA COLLECTION AND REVIEW

This element focuses on facilities operated by the City of Richland, as well as those operated by others,
within the UGA. Additional facilities and services operated outside this area by other jurisdictions that
are critical to the functioning of the transportation system are briefly described. Data for this section
were obtained from the City of Richland Utilities and Physical Services Department. Data for non-City-
operated transportation systems were obtained from service providers and secondary documents.

EXISTING ROADWAY SYSTEM

FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATIONS

Each City roadway is classified according to its function within the system, as shown in Figure T-1. The
City uses the following street classifications, based on the amount of traffic and the origin and
destination of the traffic:

¢ Interstate

¢ Other freeway/expressway
¢ Principal arterials

*  Minor arterials

¢ Collectors

*  Local (residential) streets.

The Tri-Cities is connected to the interstate highway system. 1-82 links the Tri-Cities metropolitan area
to 1-90 to the north and west, through Yakima, and to [-84 to the south, in northern Oregon. 1-182,
which passes through Richland, links Richland to these interstates and US 395. US 12 links the Tri-
Cities to the interstates and to US 395, and provides access to Walla Walla and other southeastern
Washington locales. The limited-access interstates serving the Tri-Cities carry between 30,000 and
50,000 vehicles per day. SR 240, which originates at US 395, links Richland and Kennewick and
provides a western bypass route around the city to the Hanford site, then continues northwest to
connect with SR 24. Access to West Richland is via SR 224 (Van Giesen Street) and [-182. WSDOT is
responsible for maintaining an adequate level of service on these highways.
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