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Notice of Intent to Adopt Amendment / Notice of Adoption  
Cover Sheet 

 
Pursuant to RCW 36.70A.106, the following jurisdiction provides the following required 
state agency notice.  
 
1. Jurisdiction Name: 

 
City of Richland – Development Services Dept. 
 

2. Select Submittal Type: 
Select the Type of Submittal 
listed. 
(Select One Only) 

 60-Day Notice of Intent to Adopt Amendment. 
 

 Request of Expedited Review / Notice of Intent 
to Adopt Amendment. 
 

 Supplemental Submittal for existing Notice of 
Intent to Adopt Amendment. 
 

 Notice of Final Adoption of Amendment. 

3. Amendment Type: 
Select Type of Amendment 
listed. 
(Select One Only) 

 Comprehensive Plan Amendment. 
 

 Development Regulation Amendment. 
 

 Critical Areas Ordinance Amendment. 
 

 Combined Comprehensive and Development 
Regulation Amendments. 
 

 Countywide Planning Policy. 

4. Description  
Enter a brief description of the 
amendment.  
 
Begin your description with 
“Proposed” or “Adopted”, based on 
the type of Amendment you are 
submitting.   
 
Examples: “Proposed 
comprehensive plan amendment 
for the GMA periodic update.” or 
“Adopted Ordinance 123, adoption 
amendment to the sign code.” 
(Maximum 400 characters). 

Proposed amendment to RMC Section 
27.04.030.A.7, Permits required - Exemptions.   
 
The proposed amendment to Section 27.04.030 
would exempt public entities from having to obtain a 
sign permit from the City of Richland. 
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5. Is this action part of your 8-
year periodic update required 
under RCW 36.70A.130 of the 
Growth Management Act 
(GMA)? 
 

 
 Yes 

 
 No 

 

6. Proposed Dates: 
Enter the anticipated public 
hearing date(s) for your 
Planning Commission/Planning 
Board or for your 
Council/Commission. 

Planning Commission:  July 29, 2020 
 
City Council:  August 18, 2020 & Sept. 1, 2020 
 
Proposed / Date of Adoption: Sept. 1, 2020 
 

7. Contact Information:  

A. Prefix/Salutation:   
(Examples: “Mr.”, “Ms.”, or “The 
Honorable” (elected official)) 

 Mr.  

B. Name: 
 

Mike Stevens 

C. Title: 
 

Planning Manager 

D. Email: 
 

mstevens@ci.richland.wa.us 

E. Work Phone: 
 

(509) 942-7596 

F. Cell/Mobile Phone: (optional)  
Consultant Information: 
G. Is this person a consultant? 

  Yes 

H. Consulting Firm name?  
 

8. Would you like Commerce to 
contact you for Technical 
Assistance regarding this 
submitted amendment? 

 Yes 

 
REQUIRED:  Attach or include a copy of the proposed amendment text or 
document(s).We do not accept a website hyperlink requiring us to retrieve external 
documents. Jurisdictions must submit the actual document(s) to Commerce. If you 
experience difficulty, please email the reviewteam@commerce.wa.gov 
 
Questions? Call the review team at (509) 725-3066. 

mailto:reviewteam@commerce.wa.gov
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ORDINANCE NO. XXX-20 
 

AN ORDINANCE of the City of Richland amending 
Section 27.04.030, Permits Required - Exemptions, related to 
signs not requiring a City of Richland sign permit. 

 
WHEREAS, from time to time the City has need to update its development 

regulations; and 
 
WHEREAS, on July 22, 2020, the Richland Planning Commission conducted a 

public hearing regarding modifications to the land use table contained within RMC Section 
27.04.030; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Richland Planning Commission recommends that the following 

changes be made to RMC Section 27.04.030. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Richland as follows: 
 
Section 1. RMC Section 27.04.030 of the Richland Municipal Code, as enacted by 

Ordinance No. XX-XX, and last amended by Ordinance No. XX-XX, is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 

 
27.04.030 Permits required – Exemptions. 
Sign permits are required for most permanent and temporary signs. Permit requirements and exemptions are 
specified below: 

A. Permanent Signs. A separate permit shall be required for a sign or signs for each business entity and/or a separate 
permit for each group of signs on a single supporting structure installed simultaneously. Thereafter, each additional 
sign erected on the structure must have a separate permit. A sign permit is not required for the following: 

1. Signs required by law. 

2. Exterior signs or displays not visible from streets or ways open to the public. 

3. Signs in the interior of a building which are not visible from any public property or rights-of-way. 

4. Plaques, tablets, or inscriptions which are an integral part of the building structure or are attached flat to the 
face of the building, which are not illuminated and do not exceed 10 square feet in surface area. 

5. Signs less than two square feet in surface area. 

6. Signs which are painted or mounted on delivery vehicles or other operable commercial vehicles which are 
generally and primarily used for transportation of commerce. 

7. Any sign, posting, or notice placed or installed by the city, county, state or a federal governmental agency. 
Signs located within rights of way shall be in compliance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD), shall comply with RMC Chapter 12.11 and be approved by the Richland Public Works Department 
if located within City of Richland right of way. 

B. Temporary Signs. The erection, construction, posting, or placement of temporary signs shall require a temporary 
sign permit. The following temporary signs shall not require a permit: 

1. Signs required by law. 
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2. Sandwich board signs worn by a person while walking the public ways of the city. 

3. Changing of a theater marquee or similar sign. 

4. Temporary window signs. 

5. Signs displayed on a lot with property for sale or rent, provided: 

a. That only one such sign is permitted for each public street upon which the property for sale or rent 
fronts; 

b. That in the event a sign qualifies for this exemption, a second temporary sign is also exempt if located 
within 1,000 feet, measured as the shortest straight line between the property line of the property for sale 
or rent and the site of the second exempt sign; and 

c. That such signs shall not exceed the measurement limitations specified in RMC 27.08.020. 

6. Signs displayed on a lot where construction is taking place, provided: 

a. That they are removed prior to occupancy approval of the building; 

b. That only one such sign is permitted for each public street upon which the construction project fronts; 
and 

c. That such signs shall not exceed the measurement limitations specified in RMC 27.08.020. 

7. Noncommercial signs that are made of paper, vinyl, plastic or other nondurable material and which are 
designed and intended to be displayed for a short period of time; provided, that they conform with the sight 
obstruction requirements of Chapter 12.11 RMC, do not interfere with or obstruct any traffic control device or 
in any other manner interfere with the control of traffic on the streets of the city, and are not larger than 32 
square feet in area. 

C. Number of Signs. Except as provided at RMC 27.08.020, signs not requiring a permit and temporary signs shall 
not be included as part of the maximum number of signs permitted by this code. 

D. Attachments to Signs. Ancillary devices, displays, and attachments not originally a part of the sign for which a 
permit was issued shall not be added to an existing sign except as provided in this code and pursuant to another sign 
permit issued by the building inspector. [Ord. 3-89; Ord. 08-19 § 2]. 

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect the day following its publication in the 
official newspaper of the City of Richland. 

 
PASSED by the City Council of the City of Richland, Washington, at a regular 

meeting on the 18th day of August, 2020. 
 

  
 
 
  _____________________________ 
  RYAN LUKSON 
  Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST:  APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
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________________________________  _____________________________ 
JENNIFER ROGERS, City Clerk  HEATHER KINTZLEY, City Attorney 
 
Date Published: ___________ 



  
 

 
CITY OF RICHLAND 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION, PUBLIC HEARING AND 
OPTIONAL DNS (CA2020-103 & EA2020-111) 

 
Notice is hereby given that the City of Richland is proposing a text amendment to RMC Section 
27.04.030 – Permits Required - Exemptions.  The proposed text amendment would allow various 
types of governmental signs such as: Emergency warning signs, traffic signs, signs directing the 
public to points of interest and signs showing the location of public facilities to be installed without 
permit approval from the City of Richland.   
 
Pursuant to Richland Municipal Code (RMC) Section 19.20 the Richland Planning Commission will 
conduct a virtual public hearing and review of the application at 6:00 p.m., July 29, 2020. All 
interested parties are invited to attend and present testimony during the virtual public hearing. 
Access to the virtual public hearing can be obtained by visiting the City of Richland website 
at www.ci.richland.wa.us .   
 
Environmental Review:  The proposal is subject to environmental review.  The City of Richland 
is lead agency for the proposal under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) and has 
reviewed the proposed project for probable adverse environmental impacts and expects to issue 
a determination of non-significance (DNS) for this project.  The optional DNS process in WAC 
197-11-355 is being used.  This may be your only opportunity to comment on the environmental 
impacts of the proposed development.  The environmental checklist and related file information 
are available to the public and can be viewed in the Development Services Division Office or 
City of Richland website www.ci.richland.wa.us .  
   
Any person desiring to express his views or to be notified of any decisions pertaining to this 
application should notify Mike Stevens, Planning Manager, 625 Swift Blvd., MS-35, Richland, WA 
99352. Comments may also be faxed to (509) 942-7764 or emailed 
to mstevens@ci.richland.wa.us . Written comments should be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, July 23, 2020 to be incorporated into the staff report.  Comments received after that date 
will be entered into the record at the hearing.  
 
Copies of the staff report and recommendation will be available in the Development Services 
Division Office or City of Richland website www.ci.richland.wa.us beginning Friday, July 24, 
2020. 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ci.richland.wa.us/
http://www.ci.richland.wa.us/
mailto:mstevens@ci.richland.wa.us
http://www.ci.richland.wa.us/
http://www.ci.richland.wa.us/
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City of Richland 
Development Services 

625 Swift Blvd. MS-35 
Richland, WA 99352 

 (509) 942-7794 
 (509) 942-7764 

 
 
 

 Code Amendment Application (Non-Zoning) 
 

Note: A Pre-Application meeting is required prior to submittal of an application. 
 

   APPLICANT □ Contact Person 
Company: City of Richland UBI# n/a 

Contact: Joe Schiessl, Director, Parks and Public Facilities Department 

Address: 625 Swift Blvd, Richland, WA 

Phone: 942.7578 Email: jschiessl@ci.richland.wa 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
 
The proposed amendment will permit the placement of directional signs in the right of way to direct motorists to public facilities 
and points of interest. 
 

 
APPLICATON MUST INCLUDE: 

1. Completed Application and Filing Fee 
2. SEPA Checklist (if necessary) 

 
ANSWER QUESTIONS AS COMPLETELY AS POSSIBLE 
Section(s) of code proposed to be amended (include code citation): 
 
27.04.030 Permits required – Exemptions. 
 
7.  Any sign, posting, or notice placed or installed by the city, county, state or a federal governmental agency. Signs located within 
rights of way shall be in compliance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), shall comply with RMC Chapter 
12.11 and be approved by the Richland Public Works Department if located within City of Richland right of way. 
 
Summary of requested code amendment(s): 
 
The new language will allow for the City of Richland and other governmental entities to install signage necessary to carry out 
their missions of providing for the public good. 
 
Reason(s) for code amendment(s): 
 
The Cities of Richland, Kennewick and Pasco are planning a “wayfinding” signage program to direct motorists and pedestrians to 
various points of interest and destinations.  The Cities of Pasco and Kennewick have similarly amended their sign codes. 






























	State-Agency-Notice-Cover-Sheet
	Draft Ordinance CA2020-103
	CA2020-103 - Notice
	CA2020-103 Application
	ADP5C60.tmp
	Note: A Pre-Application meeting is required prior to submittal of an application.


	EA2020-111 SEPA Checklist



