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Dear (Owner/Operator): 

In order to protect the drinking water for the City of Richland, we have an active wellhead protection 

program in accordance with State requirements.  As part of our wellhead protection program we have 

mapped the area overlying the short-term recharge zone of our drinking water supply wells. This is our 

wellhead protection area. 

You are receiving this letter because your business is located within the boundaries of a wellhead 

protection area.  The enclosed map shows the 1, 5, and 10 year time of travel boundaries for our wellhead 

protection area.  Any ground water contamination that occurs within these wellhead protection areas have 

a high potential to reach our wells. 

We have conducted an inventory of businesses and potential sources for ground water contamination within 

the areas.  Businesses located within the boundaries of a wellhead protection area may have the potential 

to affect the public drinking water supply. 

We have listed businesses that could be potential contaminators in our wellhead protection areas and 

listed them in our wellhead protection plan.  The agencies that regulate your type of business/facility will 

be notified of your presence within our wellhead protection area.  You should contact them to help manage 

your business in a way that will best prevent ground water contamination.  We realize you are already 

careful to protect the environment as you conduct your business.  We hope that informing you of your 

location in our wellhead protection area will result in an increase in precautions to ensure that your 

activities will not impact our public water supply. 

Sincerely, 

Richland Water 

City of Richland  

A ground water protection area is a designated surface and subsurface 

area within approximately a one quarter mile radius surrounding any 

public water supply well, or well field. Business, industry and residential 

features (buildings, storage tanks, warehouses, etc…) are inventoried 

within these areas for potentially hazardous materials that could 

possibly be susceptible to leaks or spills. The main purpose of this 

program is to promote the public awareness of the need for the 

prevention of any dumping of chemicals or other materials, which could 

eventually lead to the contamination of the ground water supply. This 

information gathering and signage process is known as a Wellhead 

Protection Program (WHPP).  

Wellhead protection programs are developed to protect public 

groundwater supplies from contamination, ensure public health, and 

prevent the need for expensive treatment of groundwater supplies to 

comply with drinking water standards. The underlying principle of a 

wellhead protection program is that it is less costly to protect a 

groundwater supply than to restore water quality after it is compromised 

 



 

 

Sources of Ground Water Contamination and Potential Contaminant Transit 

Routes 

 

• Infiltration of polluted surface water  
• Land disposal of either solid or 

liquid wastes  

• Unprotected dumps  

• Animal feedlots  

• Fertilizers and pesticides  
• Accidental spills  
• Above ground storage tanks  
• Septic tanks, cesspools and privies  
• Unlined holding ponds and lagoons  
• Waste deposal in excavations  

• Leakage from underground storage 

tanks  

• Leakage from underground pipelines  

• Waste disposal in well excavations  

• Well disposal of wastes  

• Unprotected exploratory wells  
• Abandoned wells 


