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Solar Billing Explanation  
The customer billing statement will have three meter reading data lines. Two reads are in regards to a 
net meter; the third is a production meter (if you are a part of the WSU Cost Recovery Incentive 
program).  
 
For the bill example below: 

Meter #41968 is the net meter and will have two line item entries in the financial charges portion of 
your bill.  

 The meter read for delivered power (how many kWh’s RES provided to your home in the 

billing period) will always be a larger dollar amount and charge to the customer ($82.55). 

 The meter read for received power (how many kWh’s your solar panel system generated 

and went back into the power grid) will always be a smaller dollar amount and credit to 

the customer (-$14.89) 

Meter #41978 is the production meter and is read once a month, but no charges or credits are 
assessed on your bill (ELECTRIC NO BILL - $0.00). This meter is for tracking purposes only to 

determine how much energy is generated by the solar panels inclusive of what you used. The amount 
you generate will be accounted for through the Cost Recovery Incentive program currently 
administered by Washington State University once a year at the $/kWh value on your agreement 
form. 
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Net Meter and Investment Cost Recovery Block Diagram 

 

Photovoltaic Panels 

 Typically ~3KW 

 $500/KW RES incentive 

is eliminated 

Net Meter 

 Delivered KWH 

 Received KWH 

 Net =(Del - Rec) 

 Required by 

RCW 80.60 to be 

offered 

M M 

Del 

Rec 

House Main 
Breaker Panel 
and Loads 

Utility 

Investment Cost Recovery 
Meter 

 Voluntary by WAC 

458-20-273 and 

RMC Title 14 


